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Threshold Concepts and Milestones 

Threshold Concept Year 3 Content 

Read fluently 

This concept involves 

recognising key vocabulary 

and phrases. 

• Read and understand the 

main points in short written 

texts. 

 

Here is the Spanish overview with a list of content (vocabulary and 
structures), skills and main task types and ways of working - follow the 
term links (Autumn, Spring, Summer) to get to the lesson resources.  

Autumn Term 
 

Year 3 pupils start with the 
phonics, learning the vowels first. 

They practise these using a 
variety of activities. They learn 

the numbers 1-10 and how to ask 
and give their age. Then they 

learn the other key phonic 
sounds.  They read rhyming 
stories, sing songs, practise 

tongue twisters and have further 
opportunities to make the sound-
written link by listening to words 
and anticipating their spelling. 
They also learn some nouns 
(pencil case items).  They are 

made aware of gender through 
colour coding.  They use the verb 
forms ‘tengo – I have’, ‘es – it is’ 

Spring Term 
 

The theme is animals and 
colours.  The linguistic focus is 

gender, articles (definite & 
indefinite), plurals and adjectives 

(position & basic agreement). 
The grammatical concepts are 

all based around a core 
vocabulary of 9 animal nouns 
and 6 colours so nothing so 

becomes too difficult.  
 

The key verbs are ‘es’ (he/she/it 
is), ‘son’ (they are), hay (there 

is/are). The negative is 
revisited  and there is also a 

subtle introduction to ‘también’ 
(also/too/as well), ‘pero’ (but). 

 

Summer Term 
 

This unit focuses on memory 
and performance in that it asks 
pupils to retell a familiar story – 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar – in 

Spanish. Pupils are first 
introduced to useful vocabulary 
from the story – numbers, days 
of the week, fruits, foods – and 
then introduced to the story in 
video and audio format. After 
several activities developing 

memory and practising 
pronunciation, pupils will 

hopefully feel confident enough 
to retell the story in one of a 
variety of verbal ways – with 
pictures, with video, or with 

video and subtitles (for those 

Write imaginatively 

This concept involves using 

key vocabulary and 

phrases to write ideas. 

• Write a few short 

sentences using 

familiar expressions. 

 

• Write short phrases from 

memory 

Speak confidently 

This concept involves using 

key vocabulary and 

phrases to verbally 

communicate ideas. 

• Understand the main 

points from spoken passages. 

• Ask others to repeat 

words or phrases 

if necessary. 

http://www.rachelhawkes.com/Resources/Yr3/Yr3Autumn.php
http://www.rachelhawkes.com/Resources/Yr3/Yr3Spring.php
http://www.rachelhawkes.com/Resources/Yr3/Yr3Summer.php


• Ask and answer simple 

questions and talk 

about interests. 

• Take part in discussions 

and tasks. 

• Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary. 

and implicitly encounter the 
negative forms of these. 

Pupils are encouraged at all 
times to strive to work things out 
for themselves, work in pairs and 
small groups sharing knowledge, 

and to speak aloud when 
possible – thereby building 

confidence.  
Pronunciation, memory, pattern 

finding, sentence building, 
autonomy, performance and 

creativity are the concepts at the 
heart of these resources. 

who need the written back-up for 
now). The idea is that everyone 

can have a go and feel 
successful.  

Take some video of your pupils’ 
performances or have the most 
confident perform in assembly! 

 Understand the culture 

of the countries in which 

the language is spoken 

This concept involves the 

background knowledge and 

cultural capital needed to 

infer meaning from 

interactions. 

• Describe with some 

interesting details 

some aspects of countries or 

communities where 

the language is spoken. 

• Make comparisons between 

life in countries 

or communities where the 

language is spoken and this 

country.  
 

 


